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supported the weak against the strong so that the strong party might
not devour the weaker party and thus become the source of danger
to others. Henry did not allow any single country to grow abnor-
mally powerful. The ability and energy of Wolsey were of special
service to his master (Henry VIII) in the region of foreign politics.
Under his able guidance England became a great factor in European
politics.

Growth of Navy. Henry took a keen interest in naval affairs.
He laid the foundation of a "Standing Navy." He encouraged ship-
building and founded schools Tor U'UMug of* pilots. He introduced
swift ships and gained a naval victory over the French. The shift
ship^ introduced by him were fitted with guns and it was this type of
ship which proved so effective in the fight against the Spaniards.
It was Henry VIII who built an effective fleet of royal fighting ships
with royal dockyards at Woolwich and Deptford; he also founded the
Corporation of Trinity House. He is rightly known as the 'creator
of modern navy\ It was with the help of a strong and efficient navy
that England was able to increase its trade and commerce and win many
battles on the sea. England was rich and victorious mainly through
its navy. Naval strength made England a great power not only on
the continent but in the World. "He took great pains to build a
powerful navy which formed the most important part of England's
defences.*'

Political Union of England with Ireland and Wales. Hitherto
the title of an English King was Lord of Ireland but in 1541 Henry
was acknowledged as the King of Ireland by a Parliament at Dublin.

Under him Wales was finally incorporated in England. Wales
was divided into thirteen counties and the Welsh counties and
boroughs sent members to English Parliament and had the same sys-
tem of laws as England, Complete union of England and Wales was
thus effected.

^Ueray a Bad Man but a Good King. As Henry grew older, he
degenerated into a terrible monster and lost all consideration for others
so that no one could approach him without trembling. He was mer-
ciless to all who caused him any offence or stood in his way. This is
also true that some of his acts were arbitrary and high-handed, his
wish was law, his ministers and Parliament were tools in his hands
but in spite of all his defects he did a lot of good to his countrymen.
We should not forget that he was a watchful guardian of the national
irfterests and had at his heart the permanent good of his countrymen.
He steadily promoted the welfare of the country and succeeded in
giving it a place of honour and glory among the nations of the world.

With all his crimes, yet he, was one of the most glorious princes
of his time* From the account that has been given about the work,
achievement and services one can say thai: fee deserves a place among
the great kings of England and one has to say that no single monarch
left so.tege.a personal mark upon the nation as Henry
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